
Holodomor:  
The genocidal famine in Ukraine
By Caitlin Patricia Johnston, teacher, Nanaimo
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what happened during the Soviet occ-I hadn’t been tasked with teaching a This is concerning. Genocide education 
upation of Ukraine. In fact, the famine course on genocide studies, I would promotes critical thinking, can prevent 
genocide was denied by the world up have been completely ignorant to the the radicalization of youth, teaches 
until the fall of communism in 1991. existence of the Holodomor and its citizens how to recognize the signs 
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Soviet Union, under the dictatorship 
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Holodomor with a Genocide Memorial 75% of farms in Ukraine and effectively or memorialize the Holodomor this 
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out of a concept known as “active control. Farmers who refused to comply available at the Holodomor Research 
hope,” which views ecological and with Stalin’s collectivization plans or & Education Consortium (HREC) online 
socio-historical healing and repair as grain-quota laws were either robbed at education.holodomor.ca. There you 
something we do actively together and thrown out of their homes, shot will also find a Memorial Day pamphlet 
rather than something we hope for in the dead, or sent to Siberian death camps. created specifically for schools as well 
future. 

as an application form for the HREC 
Starvation during the Holodomor was 
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used as a tool to annihilate Ukrainian 

Canada, a non-profit that creates Plan Development. 
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across Canada and the United States, legally appropriated to fulfill impossibly more about how these non-profits are 
informed me that no provinces in high grain quotas set by the Soviet working to support teachers to ensure 
Canada mandate genocide education government. The sale of the stolen grain we actively end genocide today and 
for students.and foodstuffs was used to fund the into the future. 
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